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IFDONESIAN ARMY DISCONTENT

Inercasing Indonesian army

reseatment toward the government, |

highlighted on 13 August by the
attempted arrest of Forelgn
Minigter Abdulgani on charges of
corraption; .is unlikely to ro-
sult in an mttempted coup by
dimmastigficd srmy alements L
the near future.

Most top military leaders,
unlike youngoer arwy- clenonts,
want &t leave the administrastion
in civil hands arnd have becoma
involved in political matters
only whon they coasldered it
necesgary to safeguard the
state or keep military affairs
free from politicwm, TYouuger
army groups, bhowever, ilncreas—
ingly rogaxd 2 military coup am
the only solution to Indonesia's
domegtic problems.

Army officers nre now re—
sentiul of bigh-level sray
transfers ordered by the chiof
of staff and cabinet, the cor-
ruption among high goverament
officials, and the government's
delay in implementing economic,
political and military adminlis—
trative reforma. They disg=
trugt the National Party, which
hoads the cabinet, and many reo-—
giard the @ilitary as one of the
few dependable guardzang of the
ﬁtaue.

Although resentment tomnrd
the goverament yndoubiedly im, .
again on the increase,. the mili-
tary ig not believed to be guf-
ficiently united to force a
chabge in the govoerament, aand
there 18 oo sSipport L£oF such an
effort from within the coalition
cabinet or from the opposition
at this time.

MNorcover, Coloeel Lubls,
who has tried to co=ordinate army
oppoaition, relinguished kis post
ot deputy chisf of gtaff on 20

August, and all soven 'maz'ﬂ.t:vuvﬂ.m:l”.~

| minister,

tial for action.

commanders have either been
tranaferraed or sre scheduled . f£for
roagsigament by mid-Ssptember,
These transfors would appear to
Btrengthen army beadguarters

and the governmont.

The army's attempted ars=
rest of Abdulgani on 13 Angust
focused national attention on
+he problem of corruption, but

“iittle more than token remedies

ara expected. Following a
parliamentary resolution de-
manding an explanation from the
cabinot, Prime Hinister AlL
stated on - 15 August that the
government would conbat cor-
ruption “‘on the bagls of law™
and "regardless of person.*
This statement was almost im-
mediately negated by the justice
who announced that
Abdulgani would mot bo L16Cer=
rogated--ag demanded by the

| army-—when he returng from the

London conforenco.

In an apparent face-saving
gesture for the military, it
wag announced on 20 August that
President Sakarno and the govern-
ment favor the arny’s suggestion
of holding rFregular meetings with
military leaders and that an
antlecorfuption bBill would be
forthcoming in the pear future.

Should top military loadors
or the aray's young hotheads
inprove Thoir position, the
government might bs induced to
nake genuine concessions. The
army forced the fall of the
cablpet in July 19606 and, givon
an issue which would unita the
military and gplimter the cod-
iition cabinet, might again
force such actiom. Corruption,
however, does not appear to be
such an issue, and the seatter-
ing of the army's strongest
leaders would appear temporarily
to weaken the mild ry's poten-
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